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IBEW 483 Annual Picnic!!!  Come Hungry…Stay Late!!! 
 

 WHEN:  August 15, 2009    

    

 WHERE:  Tacoma Sportsmen’s Club 

 16409 Canyon Road East, Puyallup  

                            

 TIME: 12:00 p.m. ( Noon)    

                                                     

 All Local 483 members, families, and guests are welcome to stop 

by and enjoy an afternoon of food and activities for the whole family.  

There will be fried chicken, hot dogs and hamburgers, along with a ton 

of other great stuff … so get there early because the serving starts at 

noon.  Throughout the afternoon there will be raffles, bingo, and the 

annual horseshoe tournament.  Some sports equipment will be 

available, but you can also bring your own.  Volunteers are needed on 

the day of the event.  If you would like to help out or if you have a fun 

idea contact Kirk Sloan or call our Union office at (253) 565-3232.               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

 

 

2009 UTILITY CONFERENCE 
By: Alice Phillips 

 Recently, I attended the 2009 Utility 

Conference where a number of locals 

reported incidents involving their 

Trouble and Service Crew Lineman, 

Meter Readers and Field Investigators 

getting shot with few known reasons 

why.   

 One local told of a two man crew 

where the Lineman on the ground was 

shot in the chest and the Lineman in the 

bucket was shot with a shotgun through 

the bottom of the bucket, both survived. 

They remember the gunman yelling that 

he lost his job and home and couldn’t 

keep another job.   

 Another incident reported was of a 

Lineman being robbed.   He was shot in 

the face and the gunman stole his laptop.  

He also survived and is recovering.   

 This is a good example of why I 

believe no one should work alone.  

Please be aware of your surroundings, 

but above all, give them whatever they 

want.  No one is expected to die for a 

laptop or a spool of wire. 

 

Please remember to contact the Union 

Hall as soon as possible to update 

your information if you have had a 

change of address, telephone, name 

change, etc.   
 

If you are on an unpaid status for any 

length of time, please check with the 

hall to make sure that your dues stay 

current. 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars!!! 
 

The General Meeting time has changed.  It is still on the 2
nd

 

Thursday of the month, but beginning July 9, 2009 the meeting 

will now start at 6:00 p.m. 
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Old Timers/Brotherhood Night and Open House 
 

 If you didn’t have a chance to stop by and enjoy the festivities, you 

missed out! We are conservatively estimating that over 200 members, 

friends, and colleagues showed up to remember and give thanks to our retired 

members who paved our path.  We celebrated the dedication of our new 

Union Hall and that special feeling of family we enjoy within our Union 

membership.  It was our big night, and let me tell you it was done up right!! 

 

 We used a new caterer this year, and they did an OUTSTANDING job! 

We feasted on ham and turkey with all the fixings.  It was a night I will 

always remember... it was the night that the members of IBEW 483 got their 

new home!  Mayor Bill Baarsma said a few words to commemorate our new 

hall, and we unveiled the dedication plaque that is located in the main hall, 

and reads: 
 

“THIS UNION HALL IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF LOCAL 

483 PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE”. 
 

Some of the folks who shared in the celebration were: 

 President Rick Johnson from IBEW Local 77 (viewed to the right) who 

presented us with a very nice neon sign from Business Manager Don Guillot 

and the members of IBEW Local 77.  Unfortunately Brother Guillot was not 

able to attend but he sent his best wishes.  The sign is a fist with lightning 

bolts, which has come to be the “unofficial” insignia for the IBEW.   

 Also attending from the City of Tacoma and Tacoma Public Utilities 

were Director of Utilities Bill Gaines, Human resources Director Joy St. 

Germain, and T&D Manager Dave Ward.  Other attendees that enjoyed the 

night were Sumner Human Resources Director Steve Zamberlin, Peninsula 

Light Human Resources Director Susanne Connelly and Tony Anderson 

from Salish Construction. 
 

Elected officials and endorsed candidates for office who came included: 

 Mike Lonergan, Tacoma City Council member. 

 Jake Fey, Tacoma City Council member who is running for re-election 

this year and is endorsed by IBEW Local 483, Tacoma Joint Labor 

Committee, and the Pierce County Labor Council. 

 Julie Anderson, Tacoma City Council member who is running for 

Pierce County Auditor also stopped by.  We wish her “Good Luck” in 

her campaign. 

 Victoria Woodard joined the bash and is running for Tacoma City 

Council District 6.  She is endorsed by IBEW Local 483, Tacoma Joint 

Labor Committee, IBEW Local 76, and the Tacoma Police Guild, just 

to name a few.   

 Beckie Summers-Kirby, who is running for Tacoma City Council 

District 5 and is endorsed by IBEW Local 483, Tacoma Joint Labor 

Committee, Pierce County Central Labor Council, and the Tacoma Fire 

Fighters.  

 

  I would also like to thank our members and volunteers who showed up 

early to help set things up and stayed late to help clean up.  With more than 

one or two folks helping us out, it went very smoothly.  A special “Thank 

You” goes to all of you!  

 

 

 

 

 
Retired member George Christian and Business 

Manager Alice Phillips laugh the night away. 

 

 

 

 
IBEW Local 77 President Rick Johnson 

presenting Alice with the neon sign that was 

given to the members of IBEW Local 483. 

 

 

 
Asst. Business Manager Gayleen Wederquist 

and Tacoma Public Utilities HR Director Joy  

St. Germain “Say Cheese!” 
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Business Manager’s Report…by Alice Phillips 

Improving Our Communication with Our Members 
 

      IBEW Local 483 is trying to improve our communication with our members.  We have 

launched our new IBEW Local 483 web page, and have recently passed 10,000 visitors on our 

page.  There is a Members Only section on our web page, all you need to do is sign up.  Once 

we verify your membership you will be activated and good to go!  We have also started an e-

mail list, which is a very useful tool.  In today’s world everything happens so quickly through 

instant messages, e-mails, twitter, and texting just to name a few.  Therefore, if we need to get a message out to 

many members quickly, e-mail is definitely a good option.  If you would like to be included in our e-mail list 

just e-mail me at alice@ibew483.org and in the subject line type in “e-mail list”, also include the company 

and/or bargaining unit you are in.   
  

 Our City of Tacoma Clerical Unit has a very creative way to stay in touch through a Clerical Yahoo Group.  

Executive Board Member and Clerical Unit member Nancy Douglas started and is the host for this Group.  If 

you are a member of the City of Tacoma Clerical Unit and would like to join the Clerical Yahoo Group you can 

subscribe at Clerical-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.  Just send Nancy Douglas your name, work location, phone 

number and job classification from any non-City e-mail address with the request to join.  Sister Douglas will 

verify your union membership and get you added to the list.  You can also reach Nancy at (253) 502-8669 or 

(253) 905-6780 to put in a request to join the Clerical Yahoo Group.  One of the benefits of belonging to this 

Group would be having access to the unit meeting agendas, which are posted before each meeting.  This is nice 

because it lets members know that the time they spend at the meeting will be productive.  The Group also sends 

out a recap of the unit meeting so that those who could not attend can keep up on what is happening.  This 

makes it very effective for us to keep the membership up to date with current issues.  
  
 Another source of communication, of course, is this newsletter you are reading now.  If you have a Union 

related story that you would like us to cover in the newsletter, drop me a line and I will see what I can do! 

                                                                           

                         

City of Tacoma Pay and Compensation Study 
 

 The raw data has arrived at the Union Hall and now the real work begins.  At this point we are printing and 

placing the documents into binders and then we will start to review this information with the Units that are 

affected.  We have requested and received the data for the following City of Tacoma Units: 

 

 Clerical Unit        

 Customer & Field Services Unit 

 Supervisors Unit 

 Water Unit  

 Water Pollution Control Unit                                                                                                          

                 

 In addition, we have notified the City of Tacoma of our intent to open these contracts for the purpose of 

negotiating wages for 2010.  You have been reading a number of articles in the newspapers about the Pay and 

Compensation Study.  My only comment regarding these articles is that the City of Tacoma must negotiate in 

good faith the Pay and Compensation Study and I fully intend to hold them to that commitment.  This cannot be 

done without your help, so please attend your Unit meetings and give the local input on your position regarding 

this data. 
 

 I cannot give you the outcome of the Pay and Compensation Study...... but I can tell you that we will hold 

the City accountable, with your help.

mailto:alice@ibew483.org
mailto:Clerical-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
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New Office Assistant at IBEW 

Local 483 
 

 If you’ve called our office within the 

last several weeks, you may have heard 

an unfamiliar voice on the other end of 

the line.  IBEW Local 483 is pleased to 

announce the recent hiring of April 

Church.  She previously worked as a 

Dental Assistant for 14 years, and lives 

in Roy with her boyfriend Trevor and 

their babies Mya, Toby and Kitty.  She is 

quickly learning the ropes and we are 

very pleased to have her as a part of our 

team.  If you get a chance, stop in and 

say hello! 
 

 
 

Solidarity Day XXIX 
 

 Come and join us this year for 

Solidarity Day XXIX.  There will be 

union exhibits, give-aways, face 

painting, baseball, music, clowns, door 

prizes, raffles and more.  Head to 

Cheney Stadium on Sunday, July 26, 

2009.  Gates open at 12:00 p.m. (noon).  

Tacoma Rainiers will be playing the Las 

Vegas 51’s – game time is 1:30 p.m. 

 

 There will be four $500.00 raffle 

prizes and a prize of season tickets for 

two for the 2010 Tacoma Rainiers that 

will be awarded this year.  Come in or 

contact the Union office to receive your 

free tickets.     

 
 

Get Well Wishes 
 

 Ken Severe, Tacoma Wire Electrician 

 Steven Rick, Tacoma Equip. Operator 

 Dale A. Butcher, Parkland Lineman 

 Mary Shirley, Tacoma Office Asst. 

 Eugene Nollan, Retiree & Bldg. Maint. 

 Dave Peters, Tacoma Equip. Operator 

 Jackie Nelson, Peninsula Light 

 

 

Furlough Days Hit the City of Sumner 
 

 Every night we hear and read about the troubled economy 

with bankruptcy, lay-offs, cutbacks and companies going out of 

business.  It was just a matter of time before it hit our 

membership.  We currently have more people on our books than 

we have had in years.   
 

 Recently, the trouble hit the City of Sumner, in which we 

represent approximately seventeen (17) members.  They notified 

Local 483, as well as the other Unions representing their 

employees, that the City wanted to look at the possibility of 

having their employees take six (6) unpaid Furlough Days to help 

with their budgeting shortfall.  
 

 The Unions involved got together and requested information 

relating to the City of Sumner’s budget, and with the help of our 

members we gathered suggestions on how the City of Sumner 

could cut costs.  After a number of meetings, the employees of the 

City of Sumner stepped up to the plate and agreed to take four (4) 

unpaid Furlough Days with two (2) days to be repaid when the 

City of Sumner gets its finances back in order. 

   

 We will be having ongoing Labor/Management meetings to 

try to cut even more from the budget to save our jobs at the City 

of Sumner.  I would like to thank our Shop Steward Brian 

Cunningham for his assistance with this most important issue.    
 

 
 

City of Tacoma Water Tapping Team 
  

 Congratulations to IBEW Local 483 Water members Geff 

Yotter, Michael McCaffrey and Doug Reed, as well as Coach Bob 

Dimond from Teamsters Local 117 for finishing in 1
st
 place at the 

National Water Tapping Competition this year.  This win has 

placed them as a competitor in the World Water Cup which will 

be held in England in 2010.   

 They will compete in three types of tapping to include UK, 

Dutch and American.  If they turn in a time like they did at 

Nationals, they should do well next year. 
 
 

 Congratulations!!! 

& 

Keep Up the Good Work!!! 
 

 

The 2009 Pacific Northwest Lineman  

Rodeo will be held on Saturday, July 25th. 

Contact the Hall for Information. 
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IBEW 483 Relay for Life 

Team Update 
 

 This year our Relay 

for Life team titled 

“United We Stand 

Against Cancer” walked in honor of 

Eugene Nollan.  Our members came 

together and kicked *#?!.  We had 

at least two members and up to five 

or more members at a time walking 

for the 24 hours, with Team Captain 

Amy Middleton and Team Captain 

Larry DeForrest at the track the 

whole time.   

 Sisters Gayleen Wederquist and 

Nancy Douglas stayed through the 

night and made sure that everyone 

was well hydrated and plenty to eat.   

Brother Sam Palmisano brought his 

RV allowing our members to have a 

place to rest up between walking.  

Several Tree Trimmers from 

Tacoma Power showed up in full 

force and had seven walking at one 

time.   

 As Byron Allen and I walked 

the track we felt, as I’m sure all the 

others felt, the pride of a job well 

done.  I want to thank all of you 

who stopped by to walk and/or 

show your support.  THANK 

YOU!!!  

 

 
 

 This year as I walked with our 

members I really got to know them 

better.  As we watched as the 

Luminaria Ceremony take place I 

thought to myself that there were 

too many.  The bagpipes played and 

the letters came to life one at a 

time…  H-O-P-E!   The word hope 

was lit up and filled the darkened 

track with the white light of hope. 

 

 
 

 Now, you may be wondering 

why you would want to do this 

event because is seems like it would 

be a downer.  You’ve got it all 

wrong!  We talked about life, and 

shared the power that comes from 

doing something about what is 

wrong in life.  We fought back! 

 Cancer has touched my life both 

at work and at home with both 

friends and family.  I say “Enough” 

and if I have to walk for 24 hours to 

save one life, I will!  We did and we 

will do it again! 

 Together so far we have raised 

over $8,000.00, but a final total has 

not been determined yet.  I am 

happy to announce that I donated 

the $500.00 that I promised only 

one week after asking you all to 

donate. 

   

 Brothers and sisters, I would 

love to see us take this into our 

membership as our cause, and be 

able to say that IBEW Local 483 

members are giving back to our 

communities on our own. 

 Last I want to ask all of you to 

join me in some way to support next 

years Relay for Life IBEW team.  

Next year we walk to honor Amy 

Middleton and her daughter Laura.  

Amy was recently diagnosed with 

Liver Cancer and she will not walk 

alone!    

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special “Thank You” 

from the team 

captains… 
 

 Thank you from Amy 

Middleton and Larry 

DeForrest for your generous 

time, support and donations 

to the IBEW 483 Relay for 

Life Team.  

  
 In addition to helping our 

community, we had a lot of 

fun spending time with our 

IBEW Local 483 brothers 

and sisters, sharing some 

laughs and rallying together 

for a great cause.   

 

THANK YOU!!! 
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International Brotherhood of  

Electrical Workers, Local 483  

3525 South Alder Street 

Tacoma, WA  98409 

Change Service Requested 

 

 

 

July Meeting Schedule 

 Executive Board Thurs. July    9 5:00 p.m. Union Hall 

 General Meeting Thurs.   July   9 6:00 p.m. Union Hall 

 Water   Summer Break 

 CFS   Summer Break  

 Clerical   Summer Break 

 Peninsula Light  Mon. July 13 4:30 p.m. Peninsula Light Co. 
 

August Meeting Schedule 

 Executive Board Thurs. Aug.  13 5:00 p.m. Union Hall 

 General Meeting Thurs. Aug. 13 6:00 p.m. Union Hall 

 Water   Summer Break 

 CFS   Summer Break 

 Clerical   Summer Break 

 Peninsula Light  Mon. Aug. 10 4:30 p.m. Peninsula Light Co. 
 

September Meeting Schedule 

 Executive Board Thurs. Sept. 10 5:00 p.m. Union Hall 

 General Meeting Thurs. Sept. 10 6:00 p.m. Union Hall 

 Water   Tues. Sept 15 5:30 p.m. Union Hall 

 CFS   Thurs. Sept. 17 6:15 p.m.           Union Hall 

 Clerical  Wed.  Sept. 23 5:30 p.m. Union Hall 

 Peninsula Light  Mon.  Sept. 14 4:30 p.m. Peninsula Light Co. 
 

ĉWe encourage all members to attend Union meetings. 

If you have a special need that makes it difficult for you to participate, please contact us so that 

we may arrange necessary accommodations for you. 
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