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Register to Vote 

Campaign 
 

We all know the importance of the 

upcoming August 19th Primary and 

November 4th General Elections.  The 

impact of these elections on your rights as 

workers will be felt for years.  Your 

participation as a voter is crucial.  Washington has been designated as a 

battle ground state for the Governorôs race.  Many of the state and local 

offices that are up for election this year will have a direct impact on 

your job & fa mily . 

The IBEW, through its Local Unions, has launched a nationwide Voter 

Registration Campaign.  As part of this effort Local Union 483 will be 

contacting its membership, encouraging them to register and exercise 

their right to vote. 
 

You will soon be seeing Voter Registration Forms on the Union Bulletin 

Boards in your workplace.  We encourage you to take a form and 

register or re-register to vote.  The State of Washington Secretary of 

Stateôs office recently purged their Voter Registration files in an effort to 

eliminate invalid registrations.  The result has been a decrease in the 

number of registered voters.  You may or may not be registered.   
 

Register to Vote: 

 If you have not registered in the State of Washington. 
 

Re-register to Vote: 

 If you have moved since 2006. 

 If you have changed your name since you last registered. 

 If  you should have but did not receive a mail-in ballot for the last 

election. 
 

Make sure you are registered to vote in the upcoming elections. 

Exercise your right to vote!  PLEASE VOTE YOUR JOB! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The annual IBEW Local 483 & Utilities 

People Picnic will be held on Saturday, 

August 16, 2008, starting at noon at the 

Tacoma Sportsmenôs Club, 16409 

Canyon Road East, in Puyallup. All 

Local 483 members, their families, and 

guests are welcome to stop by and 

enjoy an afternoon of activities for the 

whole family. 

There will be fried chicken, hot dogs, 

and hamburgers.  Along with a ton of 

other great stuff so get 

there early because 

serving starts at noon. 

Throughout the 

afternoon raffles, bingo, 

and the annual horseshoe 

tournament will  be held. 

Some sports equipment 

will  be available, but you 

can also bring your own. 

Volunteers are also needed on the day 

of the event. If you would like to help 

out or if you have an idea for something 

that would be lots of fun, contact Kirk 

Sloan or call the Union Office. 

Donôt forget to save the date:  

AUGUST 16
TH

 
 

Come hungry and stay late! 

 

 
 

Please join usé.  

Saturday, August 16
th
, 2008 

 

The LU 483  
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Business Managerôs                                  

Reporté 

Organizing Update 
 

Comcast workers across the United States and 

their associated contractors are currently an 

organizing target of the IBEW.  Local 483 is 

assisting in the huge task of providing 

information to the workers of Comcast.  We 

have participated in some organizing efforts here 

in the Pierce County area, and will continue to 

offer our support and assist in this campaign.   
 

We need your help in directing the workers to 

the web site that has been set up for the Comcast 

workers: www.comcastworkers.com. We also 

have a limited number of yard signs available to 

promote this new web site.  Our quest at this 

time is to educate and make contact with these 

workers.  Prince Communications is one of the 

largest contractors for Comcast, and currently 

has yards locally in Tacoma, Olympia and 

Bremerton.  Most of our efforts take place week 

days when we have the opportunity to reach the 

largest number of workers.   
 

The organizing effort in the Oregon area is also 

underway and moving along at a very quick 

pace. This is an extremely fluid target that is 

very difficult to gather and maintain accurate 

information on due to the nature of the business 

and the movement of workers from one 

contractor or company to another. There is hope 

in the near future that our brothers and sisters to 

the south of us will soon have enough cards in 

hand to file for an election.   
 

We need your help!  If you are interested in 

assisting, or have any additional information or 

contacts that could assist us in this organizing 

campaign, please contact the hall.  Help us to 

help the 9
th
 District continue to be a front runner 

in organizing and everything that we do. 

 

Tacoma City Pay and Compensation Study:  
 

I have been very clear all along.  The Tacoma City Pay 

and Compensation Study must be open, transparent, 

fair, and the council must follow though.  I have been 

overseeing this process from the beginning and I am 

disappointed.  It appears that the communication piece of 

this study is not there.  Work groups, that were set up and 

given their direction, where changed midstream.  Then, 

they were reconvened and given a different direction.  

Now the City wants input on which job titles need to be in 

the custom survey.  With no input from the workers, I do 

not feel this is open, transparent, or fair.  
 

I want to make sure the process is right.  In order to do 

this I will be meeting with Tacoma Human Resources 

Management along with some of our members to get the 

job done.  The City needs to get the work groups back 

together and make sure that you have input in this process. 

We will be looking at which specific jobs will need a 

custom survey. 
 

I have attended a Steering Committee meeting and shared 

my frustrations and the concerns that you have shared 

with me.  Please stay in touch with the hall.  Let us know 

your concerns and together we will keep this process fair, 

transparent, and held to the belief that the City must 

follow though.  I will continue to watch over this issue 

and speak for those who have no voice.   
 

 

 

Good & Welfare 

Get Well Wishes to: 
 

Ø Clayton Green, Construction 

Ø Chuck Draghi, Construction 

Ø Doug Gregersen, OHOP 

Ø Toby Vice, Light 

Ø Dennis Andrews, Penn. Light 
 

  

http://www.comcastworkers.com/
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International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers 

Local 483 
Officers and Staff 

 

Business Manager/ 

Financial Secretary  .  Alice Phillips 

President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mike Shook 

Vice President  . . . . . . . . .  Kirk Sloan 

Recording Secretary . .  Janet Davis 

Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ken Severe 
 

Executive Board Members: 

Gordon Cavanaugh  Nancy Douglas 

Sam Palmisano  . . . . . .  John Parker 

Mike Snider 
 

Asst. Bus. Mgr.  Gayleen Wederquist 

Asst. Bus. Mgr.  . . . . . . . .  Byron Allen 

Office Manager   Rianne Cornelison 

Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Nicole Hite 

Building Maint.  . . . . .  Eugene Nollan 
 

4421 South Orchard Street 

Tacoma, WA  98466 

Telephone:  (253) 565-3232 

Business Managerôs  

Reporté  (continued) 
 

Julie Corbin announces her retirement 
After 21 years of service to IBEW Local 483 Julie Corbin has notified the local of 

her retirement effective July 1, 2008.  Julie has requested that there be no 

retirement party for her.  I have reluctantly agreed to honor her request. 

Please join me in thanking Julie for all her hard work and dedication to our 

membership.  Her quick wit and humor will be missed.  I have worked with Julie 

for the last 10 years.  I cannot express to you the details of her work that far too 

often go unnoticed.  Her work ethic and attention to detail are skills that I admire 

and have tried to include in my life.  Loyalty and respect are virtues she has 

personally extended to every member who has crossed her path. 

I refer to Julie as ñRadarò from the TV show MASH.  She has an uncannily way 

of knowing what I am going to ask before I even ask the question.  The union 

office feels a little empty right now.  However we will continue Julieôs good 

work, in honoring her, we will serve you. 

Julie as you many know is home recovering from cancer surgery.  She is doing 

well and it looks as though she will enjoy a happy and long retirement. 
 

 
 

Welcome Nicole Hite 
Our new staff member is Nicole Hite.  She has been with us for 2 months now and 

has fit right into the 483 family.  Nicole is re-entering the work place after taking 

time out to build her family.  Nicole has the same quick wit and sense of humor 

that Julie and Rianne have.  In other words Gayleen, Byron, and I could be in for 

some trouble.  Please stop by and introduce yourself.  Welcome Nicole! 
 

 
 

Byron Allen accepts position with Local 483 
Byron Allen has accepted the vacant position of Assistant Business Manager.  He 

has been an IBEW member for almost 29 years.  Byron obtained his Journeymen 

Lineman ticket in 1985 and has a long history of IBEW service, including 

Executive Board member of LU 111 Denver and Chief Steward in Colorado. 

He has also worked as a Journeyman Lineman for Tacoma Power and for Maui 

Electric Company in Hawaii.  Byron has shown a deep desire to help the members 

of Local 483 and to be part of the IBEW team.  Please help me in welcoming him 

to our staff.   

*One of the assignments that Byron has taken on is that of registrar.  The 

International Office has required all local unions to assign one person from their 

staff to get our members registered to vote.  Byron will be looking for you.  If you 

are not registered, contact Byron and he can show you how!  

 

 

éPlease remember to 

update any address or 

contact phone number 

changes with the Union 

office. Give us a call and we 

can easily help you change 

your information!  

 

Congratulations to  

Rianne Cornelison 
 

Rianne Cornelison has been 

promoted to the position of Office 

Manager.  She has been with Local 

483 for 7 years and is ready to take 

over the responsibly of the clerical 

staff.  Working under the tutelage of 

Julie Corbin, Rianne has established 

herself with the same can-do 

attitude that Julie had.  Rianne has 

also been doing our bookkeeping 

work after Garnet Larsonôs 

retirement in 2002.  With the ever 

changing IRS and reporting laws, 

her assistance to me and the local 

has become irreplaceable.  

Congratulations Rianne! 

 

From left:  

Nicole Hite,  

Rianne Cornelison, 

Alice Phillips, 

Gayleen Wederquist, 

& Byron Allen. 
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Do you know these Heroes?? 
Two Tacoma Utility Employees, believed to be 

members of Teamsters 117, Doug 

Bitner  and Rick Gee stopped to assist 

a Street Light employee after 

someone stole items from her truck 

as she worked in the 38th and Pacific 

area Thursday, June 12
th
, 2008. The 

Power employees observed Mary 

Prochaska while she was struggling 

with the thief.   Immediately they assessed 

the situation and quickly jumped in.  Due to their 

efforts, and Maryôs determination, all of the items 

that had been taken were recovered.   

Good Work!! 
 
 

IBEW Members Shine  
Colonel Paul D Gruver, US Air Force, would like to 

express his appreciation for Salish Construction 

Companyôs outstanding work on the historic F-16A 

construction project at McChord Air Force Base.   On 

behalf of the Department of the Air Force, he noted in 

particular the superb skills an innovative work of the 

crewmembers. Salish is owned by Tony Anderson and 

has been affiliated with the IBEW LU 483 for many 

years.  The project encompassed a display of an F16A 

#82-0929 aircraft that was one of three fighter jets that 

flew combat air patrols over Washington DC in response 

to the tragic 

events on 

September 11, 

2001.  The 

$150,000 

dollar 

monument 

acknowledges 

all of the men 

and women 

who 

contribute to 

the Air Defense of the United States. Salish Construction 

Companyôs contributions have become a part of 

NORADôs history.  Thank you to the following 

members for representing IBEW Local 483 in such an 

outstanding manner. 
 

~Tom Hopkins               ~Bruce Ladd ~  ~ 

~John Kriebel                ~Quirno ñCaseyò Ortiz 

~Mike Craft  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
UNDER CONSTRUCTION!!  

 

IBEW Local 483 is in the process of 

overhauling our existing Web-Site. 

Please keep on the lookout for this exciting 

work in progress!! 

2008 Political Action Committee Endorsements 
 

Statewide Candidates 
 

Governor:   Christine Gregoire  

Attorney General:   John Ladenburg 

Auditor:    Brian Sonntag 

Insurance Commissioner:  Mike Kreidler 

Lt. Governor:   Brad Owen 

Public Lands Commissioner:   Peter Goldmark 

Secretary of State:   Sam Reed 

Supreme Court Position 3:  Mary Fairhurst 

Supreme Court Position 4:  Charles Johnson 

Supreme Court Position 7:  Debra Stephens 

State Treasurer:   Jim McIntire 

State Court of Appeals 3:  Kevin M. Korsmo 
 

Congressional Candidates 
 

Congressional District -06:  Norm Dicks 

Congressional District -08:  Darcy Burner 

Congressional District -09:  Adam Smith 
 

Legislative Candidates: 
 

Leg. District -01- House 1:    Allister O'Brien 

Leg. District -02- House 1:    Raymond N. Harper 

Leg. District -02- House 2:    Tom Campbell 

Leg. District -02- Senate:    Marilyn Rasmussen 

Leg. District -25- House 1:    Rob Cerqui 

Leg. District -25- House 2:    Lavona Morrell 

Leg. District -26- House 1:  Kim Elizabeth Able 

Leg. District -26- House 2:  Larry Seaquist 

Leg. District -27- House 2:  Dennis Flannigan 

Leg. District -27- House 2:  Jeannie Darneille 

Leg. District -27- Senate:  Debbie Regala 

Leg. District -28- House 1:  Troy Kelley 

Leg. District -28- House 2:  Tami Green 

Leg. District -28- Senate:  Deborah Jane Srail 

Leg. District -29- House 1:  Steve Conway 

Leg. District -29- House 2:  Steve Kirby 

Leg. District - 31- House 1:  Ron Weigelt 

Leg. District -31- House 2:  Christopher Hurst 
 

Pierce County 
 

Pierce Co Executive:         Calvin Goings  

Pierce County Pos. 2:        Al Rose 

Pierce County Pos. 3:        Bruce Lachney 

Pierce County Pos. 4:      Tim Farrell  

Pierce County Pos. 6:        Vincent Stewart 
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Special Olympics 2008 
 

 21 years ago a Tree Trimmer named Ken Chapman got 

involved with Special Olympics through a neighbor of 

his.  At that time it was a small group of people spending 

time with the kids between their games.  Once at 

Tacoma Public Utilities he enlisted the help of the IBEW 

(who for several years, annually donates money that is 

used to purchase 

lunch & drinks for 

the volunteers 

working in Olympic 

Town) and his 

employer, TPU, to 

make the Special 

Olympics a grand 

event that continues 

to grow thanks to 

the dedication and 

commitment of the 

volunteers.  
 

Several years ago 

when Ken passed 

away the IBEW 

Members created a wooden sign to name the trading post 

after the man that brought us all together for this event. 

Thatôs why the trading post located in the center of 

Watkins field is called ñChappyôs Trading Postò. 
 

Special Olympics of Washington holds their summer 

games at McCord & Fort Lewis.  The round robin soccer 

tournament, for 

approximately 300 

athletes, is held at 

Watkins Field ï Fort 

Lewis.  On May 29
th,

 

volunteers from TPU 

(several of them 

IBEW members) set 

up the field, referred 

to as ñSoccer 

Olympic Townò, to 

represent a carnival 

like atmosphere.   

There were Engineers 

next to Linemen, and 

Metermen next to 

Mechanics. They all 

worked together in 

unity to take a bare field and turn it into an amazing play 

place for the athletes.  

 

In between the athletes games the volunteers man the 

booths and activities to include: A craft tent for the 

athletes to make crafts, karaoke stage, basket ball toss, 

bocce ball, golf, football throw, and other fun games 

including a ride in one of TPUôs bucket trucks (a fan 

favorite).   
 

 
Dianna Faamausili, 10, points out surroundings as she  

and Andrina Tanielu, 8, enjoy a trip in a Tacoma Public  

Utilities bucket truck operated by Bart Minnitti. 
 

For each game played the athletes get a ticket that is 

traded in at ñChappyôs Trading Postò.  The trading post 

is filled with donated toys (Stuffed animals, RC cars, 

etc) the kids purchase with the tickets they have earned.   
 

Lisa Ross, a longtime volunteer, sums up the ultimate 

goal and reward of the day with the following:  ñI am 

grateful for the continued support from our department 

leaders, IBEW 483ôs continued contributions, and the 

return volunteers that put so much work into the set up 

and the event weekend. To see the joy in the eyes of the 

athletes is a reward I come back for every year.ò 

 

 

 Shop Steward  

Training Alert!!  
 

Watch for our next training to be 

scheduled sometime in early Fall. 

This training is not only for current 

Shop Stewards, it is also for 

members interested in being a Shop 

Steward, those wanting to know 

what a Shop Steward does, and 

anyone interested in learning more 

about your Union and your rights as 

a represented worker. 
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IBEW 483ôs Relay 

for Life Team 2008 
 

Each year, across the nation, one event brings together 

entire communities to take part in the fight against 

cancer. That event is the American Cancer Societyôs 

Relay for Life.  Local 483 has sponsored a Relay team 

for the last few years.  This year we chose to walk in 

honor of Julie Corbin.  Julie as you know has been the 

Local 483 Office Manager for many years and was 

recently diagnosed with a type of cancer.  She has gone 

through treatment and has been doing well.   

 
 

For many people who attend Relay for Life, one of the 

most moving parts of the event is the Ceremony of 

Hope. As the light dims over campsites and team 

members complete laps, the night is brightened by the 

glow of lighted bags 

called luminaria, each of 

which has a special 

meaning. Some celebrate 

the survivorship of people 

who have battled cancer 

and lived to tell the tale. 

Many commemorate the 

lives of those who have 

been lost to this disease. 

All represent a person who has been profoundly affected 

by cancer and the family and friends who continue to be 

touched by that experience. 
 

Local 483 member, and 

captain of the IBEW 

Relay for Life team, Amy 

Middleton  talks about the 

following in her Relay for 

Life homepage:  ñOn 

June 30, 1995 my dad 

was diagnosed with AML 

(Acute Myelogenous Leukemia). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On July 14, 1995 just one week after his 56th birthday, 

he passed away after a short but courageous battle. He 

never met his granddaughter, born 4 months later. 
 

The following year, my mother was diagnosed with 

breast cancer. After a mastectomy and treatment she 

remains cancer free. Over the years she has faced many 

physical challenges but always demonstrates an 

incredible strength and persistence to confront these 

adversities. She is my inspiration and my motivation.ò 
 

Clement Corbiell, another IBEW member and 

volunteer, comments about his participation. ñMy reason 

to relay is to join people 

around the world in 

celebrating those who 

have survived cancer, 

remembering the people 

we've lost, and 

supporting the 

lifesaving mission of the 

American Cancer 

Society.ò   
 

IBEW Local 483 is the 

only Local Union that 

participates in this 

event.  The following IBEW members donated their time 

and effort to the relay team as walkers and Local 483 

would like to recognize their special effort. 
 

Mark Hallman   Kirk Sloan  

Alice Phillips  Judy Sharnes 

Danessa Kenfield Clem Corbiell  

Corey Hardison Laura Jackson 

Amy Middleton  Christine Herrst    

Dan Ptisch  Kevin & Carrie Kelley 

Vince Trujillo   Ray and Liz Leske 

Larry Deforrest (in spirit) 

Nancy & Larry Douglas (support)  

 
 

 

 

E-mail contact list 
 

Business Manager 

alice@ibew483.org 
 

Assistant Business Managers 

gayleen@ibew483.org 

byron@ibew483.org 
 

Office Manager 

rianne@ibew483.org 
 

Secretary 

nicole@ibew483.org 

 

 

You have the power to fight back against a disease that affects millions.  Please contact the Hall for 

information on how you can participate next year! 


